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CANYONVILLE

Shooting victim 
named; car found

A man who was shot in the 
face Wednesday while sitting in 
a parked car in the 400 block of 
Mont Street in Canyonville was 
treated and 
released from 
Mercy Med-
ical Center 
in Roseburg, 
according to 
the Douglas 
County Sher-
iff’s Office.

Deputies 
identified the 
victim as Jacob Daniel Lamp-
ton, 23, of Myrtle Creek.

A tip led to the recovery of a 
red 2001 Honda Civic belong-
ing to suspect David Allen 
Baumgaertel, 39, of Myrtle 
Creek.

The car was found at 10:50 
a.m. Friday at the Glen Haven 
apartments on Fourth Avenue in 
Riddle. Officers were unable to 
find Baumgaertel after a search 
of the area and several apart-
ments.

Baumgaertel is wanted on 
suspicion of attempted murder. 
Deputies say he should be con-
sidered armed and dangerous.

An investigation is ongoing 
and anyone with information 
about Baumgaertel’s location 
is asked to contact the sheriff’s 
office at 541-440-4471.

WINSTON

Teen hit by car 
improves to fair

A Winston teenager who 
was hit by a car as he crossed 
Highway 99 near Helwig Road 
on Jan. 17 was upgraded to fair 
condition Saturday morning at 
Sacred Heart Medical Center at 
RiverBend in Springfield.

Justin Jones, 16, a Roseburg 
High School student, darted 
across the highway in front of a 
southbound vehicle, police said.

He was taken to Mercy Medi-
cal Center in Roseburg and then 
transferred to Sacred Heart. 

Jones had been in critical 
condition at Sacred Heart until 
Tuesday. He was upgraded to 
serious condition Thursday.

ROSEBURG

Police use stun 
gun on intruder

A man found in a basement 
by homeowners was shocked 
with a Taser by police when he 
refused to surrender Saturday 
evening, Roseburg police said.

Homeowners in the 600 
block of Chadwick Street 
reported seeing the man shortly 
before 8 p.m.

Police said the man tried to 
hide, ignored officer commands 
to surrender and was stunned.

Michael Clare Durrand, 65, 
of Roseburg was arrested on 
suspicion of first-degree crim-
inal trespassing and resisting 
arrest.

He was booked into the 
Douglas County Jail, where 
was being held today in lieu of 
$12,500 bail.

ROSEBURG

Tribe to address 
Lunch Bunch 

Representatives of the Cow 
Creek Umpqua Tribe will speak 
about the tribe’s contributions 
to the Umpqua economy at a 
Feb. 11 meeting at the Rose-
burg Country Club. 

The gathering is scheduled 
from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
5051 Garden Valley Road. Reg-
istration is due by Thursday. 

Lonnie Rainville, operations 
officer, will discuss the tribe’s 
local investments, job training 
and employment. Rene Toman 
of the Umpqua Business Center 
will focus on the center’s assis-
tance in creating businesses that 
offer new jobs. 

The program is organized 
by Lunch Bunch, a community 
discussion group. Participants 
chose an entrée from three 
options and pay $15 to the 
Roseburg Country Club. 

Registration and information: 
Jim Long, 541-673-3713 or 
jblong@dcwisp.net.
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“Algebra II is a well-prov-
en way to demonstrate 
whether a student is capable 

of under-
standing, 
reason-
ing, and 
solving 
difficult 

problems in the abstract. 
This skill test is especially 
useful for determining whether 
students are prepared for the 
advanced educational challenges 
offered by college. However, 
there are also students who do 
not require a college education, 
such as those who plan to enter 
the workforce as a mechanic or 
beautician. 

As there are many different 
talents manifest in today’s 
students, it would be pernicious 
to mandate that all students 
conform to an arbitrary single 
standard. High schools would 
find it beneficial to offer both 
a college-bound track, which 
would mandate Algebra II, 
along with other classical aca-
demic courses, and a technical 
school, or vocation-bound 
track, which would feature an 
absence of higher math in favor 
of greater flexibility in voca-

tional skill training.”
Kelsi R. Miller, sophomore

Homes-schooled

“I think high school students 
should be required to take 
Algebra II. However, Algebra 
II should be divided in to two 
classes — Algebra II A and 
Algebra II B. Algebra II A could 
be a class for calculus prep, a 
class for students who are good 
in math and who want to have a 
job that requires math. Algebra II 
B could be a class that is just for 
graduation, a class for students 
who are struggling with math and 
don’t need math for their future. 
By dividing algebra classes, 
students who struggle with math 
could have their math credit and 
other students could get ready 
for calculus. Everyone could be 
satisfied. So I think high school 
students should be required to 

take Algebra 
II, if divided 
into two 
classes.”

Eric Lee, 
junior

Canyonville 
Christian 
Academy

“My opinion is that students 
should always take the most 
challenging classes that are 
offered to them so that they can 
keep opportunities available. 
Not everyone holds this opinion, 
and if a student believes that he 
would not be benefited by the 
information that he would learn 
in a certain class, he should not 
be forced to take it.

“The problem with abandoning 
the current standard is that many 
people who would actually be 
benefited by the information in 
Algebra II may use the new rule 
as an excuse to not take the class, 
and they may be missing out 
on opportunities. Another issue 
is that this concept of not even 
doing the bare minimum may 
extend to all subjects in school, 
which could result in a genera-

tion of apathetic, underachieving 
students who would eventually 
become adult members of soci-
ety.”

Dora Totoian, sophomore
Roseburg High School

“Algebra plays a vital role in 
our everyday life and is equally 
important for everyone, even if 
some don’t take science courses 
or other math courses later in 
life. For example, if a doctor 
gives medicine to a patient 
or nurse who has less idea of 
measurement, what would be 
the outcome? Or if someone 
invests money and has no idea of 
percentages, how’s his business 
going to work? Additionally, 
algebra makes us logical thinkers 
and sharpens our skills. I support 
the requirement of Algebra II for 
high school students.”

Soniya Sherpa, junior
Canyonville Christian Academy

To join the Truth of Youth 
panel, or to suggest questions, 
write to News-Review education 
reporter Jessica Prokop at 345 
N.E. Winchester St., Roseburg, 
OR 97470 or email jprokop@
nrtoday.com.

Should Algebra II be required of high school students?

Miller Lee Totoian Sherpa

TRUTH
OF YOUTH

Baumgaertel

Vietnam veteran Bud Bessey 
tows a replica of a World War II 
destroyer, the USS Portnell 328, 
behind his Ford Crown Victoria 
everywhere he goes.

Recently 
he attached 
a large sign 
to it ask-
ing, “How 
many more 

veterans need to die before the 
Roseburg VA reopens their inten-
sive care unit?”

It’s a reference to an ongoing 
battle between some veterans and 
the Roseburg Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center, which closed 
its ICU in 2009. Some veterans, 
including Bessey, blame that clo-
sure for the death of retired Army 
Sgt. Ray Velez, 61, of Junction 
City, who died June 25 following 
a hernia operation at the VA. 

Douglas County Veterans 
Forum President Jim Little said 
Bessey’s demonstration is well 
received.

“He gets honks and waves 
everywhere. He’s popular,” Little 
said.

Bessey, a retired U.S. Navy 
chief petty officer, spends 40 
hours a week volunteering as a 
veterans service officer, helping 
veterans prove they are eligible 
for VA benefits. He converted 

his carport into a home office 
and said he is often in it until 
midnight.

“Everybody has their own 
torch to carry, and I’m big on 
veterans,” Bessey said. “The vet-
erans in Douglas County are too 
important to not get everything 
that they deserve.”

Bessey is a former Northwest 
regional president of the Fleet 
Reserve Association and started 
its Roseburg chapter. The associ-
ation is the third-largest lobbying 
group for veterans in the country, 
behind the American Legion and 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars.

He was elected vice president 
of the Douglas County Veter-
ans Forum this month after the 
former vice president, Dodie 
Blessing, announced plans to 
move out of the area.

“Bud stepped up and stepped 

into the gap,” Little 
said. “He’s more than 
qualified.”

Asked what he does 
when not helping 
veterans, Bessey says 
“sleep.”

“Veterans are my 
hobby. Camaraderie is 
my hobby. I love it,” 
he said.

He said he starts 
each morning at Ray’s 
Food Place in Myrtle 
Creek, visiting with a 
group of fellow Navy 

veterans who enjoy telling each 
other their “sea stories.”

Bessey joined the Navy in 
1960 and served three tours on 
river boats in Vietnam, ferrying 
soldiers with the U.S. Army 9th 
Infantry. He also served as a 
Navy career counselor stationed 
at Pearl Harbor and a recruiter 
in Las Vegas. He said the latter 
experience helped him with his 
current business selling Navy 
memorabilia. 

“If you can sell the Navy in the 
desert during Vietnam, you could 
sell anything to anybody, and 
that’s why I sell things today,” 
he said.

After leaving the Navy, Bessey 
spent 12 years doing promotional 
work and selling merchandise for 
country music star Buck Owens. 
He moved to Myrtle Creek in 
1992.

During his service, Bessey was 
exposed to Agent Orange, which 
he said contributed to heart prob-
lems that forced him out of the 
Navy in 1976 when he was 33. 

He has had three open heart 
surgeries — the first at age 32. 

 He also has post-traumatic 
stress disorder, for which he said 
he takes “nice-guy pills” and at-
tends a support group at the VA. 

After moving to Myrtle Creek, 
he traveled around the country 
for four years with a traveling 
replica of the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial. Rather than making 
him sad, he said he found it 
soothing.

“I had quite a few friends on 
the wall, and you kind of make 
peace with everything,” Bessey 
said.

Bessey said honoring veterans 
is important year-round.

“We do all this stuff two days a 
year. You have Memorial Day in 
May and you have Veterans Day 
in November and that veteran 
still has problems in January. 
He still has problems in August. 
Every day is Veterans Day be-
cause without veterans we’d all 
be speaking Japanese or German 
and be celebrating their veterans 
day,” Bessey said.

• You can reach reporter Cari-
sa Cegavske at 541-957-4213 or 
ccegavske@nrtoday.com. 

Retired sailor moves full 
 steam ahead for veterans 

CARISA CEGAVSKE
The News-Review 
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Bud Bessey, a Vietnam veteran and Douglas County Veterans Forum vice president, stands Friday at Earle B. Stewart 
American Legion Post 16. The retired Navy chief petty officer tows this replica of a World War II destroyer behind his Ford 
Crown Victoria everywhere he drives. 

Vietnam veteran volunteers as a veterans service officer 40 hours a week
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Monday feature A resident of Myrtle Creek, Bessey 
says his hobby is meeting and helping 
veterans.


